Assays and functional properties of auxilin-dynamin interactions.
The large GTPase dynamin is required for budding of clathrin-coated vesicles from the plasma membrane, but its mechanism of action is still not understood. Growing evidence indicates that the GTP-bound form of dynamin recruits downstream partners that execute the fission reaction. Recently, we reported nucleotide-dependent interactions between dynamin and auxilin, which suggested that auxilin cooperates with dynamin during vesicle formation. Here we describe three different in vitro assays that monitor auxilin-dynamin interactions, as well as fluorescence lifetime imaging microscopy that identify direct interactions between dynamin and auxilin in cells.